From: bletauxiliarylr@comcast.net 

To: Sereena Hogan 

Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:32 PM

Subject: URGENT - PLEASE CALL YOUR MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOW!

The BLET National Division has activated their national mobilization network to fight an effort by the Republican leadership in the House of Representatives to undo the National Mediation Board (NMB) rule change enacted last year that made union representation elections the same as all other elections in America… where the majority of those who vote make the decision as to whether or not there will be union representation.

 

Prior to last year’s rule change, the NMB rules governing representation elections in the railroad and aviation industries counted workers who did not vote in these elections as having voted against representation. This undemocratic method of conducting the elections meant that widespread apathy and/or carrier intimidation almost always spelled defeat for these organizing efforts. The FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2011 (H.R. 658), introduced February 11 by Rep. John Mica (R-FL), aims to overturn the change and restore the old, undemocratic procedure as a legal requirement. Democrats are offering an amendment to strip H.R. 658 of the anti-union language. The bill will move to the House floor very soon and we are being asked to call our members of the House of Representatives immediately. Here are instructions on exactly what to do:

 

Call your representative’s office and Identify yourself as a Teamster/BLET member, or spouse, who lives in the district, and then ask for the staff member who handles National Mediation Board or labor issues. Once you have the staff member on the line, or reach their voicemail, politely ask that the Member of Congress stand up in support of the democratic rights of railroad and airline workers and vote for the amendment to H.R. 658 that protects the NMB election rules currently in place.

 

If you are not sure who your representative is or how to contact him or her, you can go to www.house.gov and enter your zip code in the space designated on the upper left side of the web page to find out.

 

It’s a simple painless process and your phone calls REALLY DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE… so please do it now!!! Thank you for your participation in this important matter.

 
Sereena Hogan, National Vice President/National Legislative Representative
BLET Auxiliary
8720 N. Myrtle Drive
Tucson , AZ 85704
520-297-0944
